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Remediating Desertification in Karapĕnar Hotspot  

 
 
 
 
Wind erosion and heavy 
consumption of 
groundwater are 
interconnected land 
degradation problems 
that drive DESIRE team 
and collaborating 
stakeholders to find out 
some agronomic 
measures in the Konya 
plain of near-desert 
conditions in central 
Anatolia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Priority Remediation Strategies  
 

Three technologies revealed in the previous WB3 workshops were tested by using 
mostly vegetative indicators for two years to understand the changing topsoil quality 
and water demand. An evaluation workshop with all components of the project in  
15 June, 2011 in YŀǊŀǇƤƴŀǊ helped response of stakeholders to the results and way of 
dissemination of them.  
 
Voting of remediation strategies based on various criteria indicates that stubble 
farming is slightly advantageous by increasing yield, and probably encouraging soil and 
water conservation as well. Minimum tillage unexpectedly gave  low production yield 
and other secondary vegetative indicators, and hence voted least by stakeholders. 

Promoting Remediation in Karapĕnar Hotspot  
 
ÅStakeholders consider that though stubble and ploughed stubble farming caused 
slight advantages, they require considerable fallowed strips that diminish the 
widespread adoption of them at the moment. It is suggested that these technologies 
would be better alternatives when ground water resources became scarcer and more 
expensive in near future. 
ÅInformative brochures with increased yield indicators and income/expense budget  
were thought a good way to persuade farmers for adoption. This brochure should 
include, to them, trend in water level decrease and increase in wind erosion in near 
future. 
ÅMain obstacle for adoption of proposed strategies are minor increase income  due to 
fallowed strips. 

Feedback 
*All ςinclusive nature of DESIRE project is very useful  but time-

consuming. 
*Heavy field works (irrigation etc.) prevent farmers to attend freely the 

planned meetings. 
*More budget  and involvement  of farmers into experimental phase of 

project would increase the chance of adoption of strategies. 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps 
 

ÅWorkshop report will be 
sent to stakeholders 
between 15-30 October, 
2011. 
ÅA brochure including the 

advantages of stubble 
farming will be prepared 
and disseminated by Dr. 
Mehmet Zengin during 
November 2011. 
ÅA policy brief will also be 

prepared in September 
2011. 

The DESIRE project (2007-2011) is funded by the European Commission, VI 

Framework Program, óGlobal Change and Ecosystemsô and brings together 

the expertise of 26 international research institutes and non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs). This project is implemented by ALTERRA - research 

institute for the green living environment in the Netherlands. 
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The opinions expressed in this poster and on the website are those  of the  

DESIRE project consortium and do not necessarily reflect the views of the  European Commission. 

Key Policy Messages 
 
ÅWind erosion in Konya plain, 

Central Anatolia is dormant 
threat that ongoing economic 
and climatic conditions are 
working for it. 

ÅFarmers still require strong 
warning for the coming 
danger of drought and wind 
erosion and the subsequent 
social instabilites. 

ÅStubble farming is a simple 
way of struggle against wind 
erosion, but unfortunately 
with relatively low yield 
advantages. 

ÅFinancial support from 
government is crucial in 
adoption of the remediation 
technologies.   

Rank Remediation Strategy 

1 Stubble fallowing 

2 Ploughed stubble fallowing 
3 Minimum tillage 
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